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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8, 11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wise (US Patent 51 13868). 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, Wise discloses an electronic device for measuring a 
health index comprising a power receiving section that receives a power supply voltage 
that contains a specific signal expressed by a time-series voltage variation pattern, in 
order to perform a specific control (column 10, lines 35-53); a voltage measuring section 
that measures the power supply voltage variation (figure 7), a signal extracting section 
configured to analyze data measured by the voltage measuring section and to extract a 
specific signal contained in the measured data (column 10, line 57 to column 1 1 line 3); 
and a first control section configured to perform a specific command based on the signal 
extracted by the signal extracting section (RESET). 

Regarding claim 2, Wise discloses ah electronic device for measuring a health 
index comprising a power receiving section that receives a power supply voltage that 
contains a specific signal expressed by a time-series voltage variation pattern, in order 
to perform a specific control (column 10, lines 35-53); a voltage measuring section that 
measures the power supply voltage variation (figure 7), a signal extracting section 
configured to analyze data measured by the voltage measuring section and to extract a 
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specific signal contained in the measured data (column 10, line 57 to column 1 1 line 3); 
a first control section configured to perform a specific command based on the signal 
extracted by the signal extracting section (RESET); a second control section configured 
to perform a control for health index measurement and other necessary controls 
(MODE); a switch section configured to transmit a switching signal and other signals to 
each section by a predetermined setting operation (element 298); and wherein the 
second control section controls the other sections and only performs a specific control 
when in a predetermined set state. 

Regarding claim 4, Wise discloses an electronic device for measuring a health 
index comprising a power receiving section that receives a power supply voltage that 
contains a specific signal expressed by a time-series voltage variation pattern, in order 
to perform a specific control (column 10, lines 35-53); a voltage measuring section that 
measures the power supply voltage variation (figure 7), a signal extracting section 
configured to analyze data measured by the voltage measuring section and to extract a 
specific signal contained in the measured data (column 10, line 57 to column 11 line 3); 
a first control section configured to perform a specific command based on the signal 
extracted by the signal extracting section (RESET); a second control section configured 
to perform a control for health index measurement and other necessary controls 
(MODE); a switch section configured to transmit a switching signal and other signals to 
each section by a predetermined setting operation (element 298); and wherein the 
second control section selects and executes an operation mode, controls the other 
sections, and only performs a specific control when in a predetermined set state. 
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Regarding claim 7, Wise further discloses that the first section performs a control 
selected from a plurality of controls based upon the received signal (that is, resetting or 
not resetting). 

Regarding claim 8, resetting the device may be considered to be a form of 
function setting. 

Regarding claims 11 and 13, Wise discloses a method comprising receiving a 
power supply voltage having a time-series voltage variation pattern for performing a 
control (column 10, lines 40-43), performing the control by connecting a driving power 
supply to the power receiving section of an electronic device for health index 
measurement, where the driving power supply supplies the varying voltage (figure 7), 
and applying the power supply voltage having the varying pattern from the power supply 
to the power receiving section, where the pattern is a combination of high-level and low- 
level voltages (column 10, lines 43-46) and the device performs a specific control based 
on the digital code from the voltage pattern (RESET, MODE, MODE*, etc.). The 
examiner notes that the additional digital code limitation of claim 13 is optional; as such, 
it has not been considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wise in view of New (US Patent 6494829). 

Regarding claim 9, Schulze discloses all the elements of the current invention, as 
described above, except for writing the extracted signal into nonvolatile memory as 
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individual information. Wise further discloses keeping track of battery usage (column 10, 
lines 46-47), but does not disclose writing voltage status signals to nonvolatile memory. 

New teaches an electronic device for health index measurement comprising a 
signal extracting section that monitors variations in the voltage of a power supply, and 
writing the extracted signal to nonvolatile memory (column 1 1 , lines 54-60), in order to 
accurately monitor the device's functionality. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made the system of 
Wise and written the extracted voltage variation signal to nonvolatile memory, as taught 
by New, in order to accurately monitor the system's functionality. 

Regarding claim 10, Wise discloses all the elements of the current invention, as 
described above, except for writing the operation program triggered by the extracted 
signal into nonvolatile memory. 

New teaches an electronic device for health index measurement comprising a 
signal extracting section that monitors variations in the voltage of a power supply, with a 
memory section for tracking the voltage variations over time (column 1 1 , lines 54-60), in 
order to monitor the system's performance. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have made the system of 
Wise and recorded executed operations in nonvolatile memory, as taught by New, in 
order to monitor the system's performance. 

The examiner notes that New does not specifically disclose recording the 
executed operation, rather than the extracted signal. However, at the time the invention 
was made, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of 
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ordinary skill in the art to use choose to track the executed operations, because the 
Applicant has not disclosed that recording executed operations instead of the signals 
that trigger the operations provides a particular advantage, is for a particular purpose, or 
solves a stated problem. Moreover, it appears that recording the signals used to trigger 
operations, per New, or recording the executed operations, per Applicant, would 
perform equally well to monitor the system's performance. Accordingly, it would have 
been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified New such that the memory was used to store executed 
operations, because such a modification would have been considered a mere design 
consideration that fails to patentably distinguish over Wise in view of New. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the method of claim 14, 
including, inter-alia, the driving power supply pattern including a low level voltage period 
having a predetermined length prior to initiating the digital code, where the low leval 
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voltage is higher than the minimum operating voltage of the device, and the power 
supply voltage incorporating the digital code beginning with a high level voltage after the 
low level voltage period. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

The prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the system of claim 3, 
including, inter-alia, a health index measuring device having a section for receiving a 
power supply voltage containing a time-series voltage variation pattern, a voltage 
measuring section, a section for extracting a specific signal from the measured voltage 
pattern, a first control section configured to perform a specific control selected from a 
plurality of controls based on the extracted signal, a second' control section configured 
to perform a control for health index measurement, and at least one switch section 
configured to transmit a switching signal to each section by a predetermined setting 
operation, where the second control section selects a control to be performed in the first 
control section in accordance with the transmitted switching signal. 

The prior art of record fails to anticipate or make obvious the system of claim 5, 
including, inter-alia, a health index measuring device having a section for receiving a 
power supply voltage containing a time-series voltage variation pattern, a voltage 
measuring section, a section for extracting a specific signal from the measured voltage 
pattern, a first control section configured to perform a specific control selected from a 
plurality of controls based on the extracted signal, and a second control section 
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configured to perform a control for health index measurement, where the second control 
section selects and executes at least one kind of operation mode, and also selects and 
ensures the execution of a control to be performed in the first control section in 
accordance with the operation mode selected. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent Application Publication 2004/012781 1 to Higuchi, which discloses 
similar inventions. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Karen E. Toth whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6824. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor, II can be reached on 571-272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 






